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now be added tennis, stand out as two Western games ia
which India is taking a more and more prominent part.
Some of the cricket fixtures are now notable, and with the
result that of late years the grounds receive far more atten-
tion. The Indian of many races seems to have a natural
aptitude for ball games, and everyone who has played
racquets with the 'marker' will remember what a good game
he can put up, and how indefatigable he was and is, as
indeed is the lawn-tennis marker.

TENNIS

Lawn tennis has long been the game that India favours
most by reason of its fine seasons. Hot or cold, tennis can
be played, and every club in India, and every station, has
at least one, and most several courts and keep them admir-
ably. Grass is often not obtainable and requires much
irrigation, but the hard courts of rubble, or what in India is
known as Cpuf9 mud and chopped straw, rewashed with a
mud plaster every day, are admirable in their way. Screens
and ball boys are always good. Time was when the polo
players and riding public sniffed at the 'pat-bailers', but
that is a generation and more ago. For forty years tennis
has come more and more by its own. Indian tennis tourna-
ments are famous, and the Indian himself is now furnishing
players with world-wide reputations. The tennis ground is
indeed another field where British and Indian meet very
happily and on an equality of performance that adds much
to the social amenities and admixture.

In the hill stations there are few other games to play,
and tennis is very much the order of the day, while private
tennis-courts are much sought after. The courts have usually
to be cut out from the hillside and cost a good deal to make.
The playing surface is made of what is known in the North
as bddjari, a very fine sifted shale.

Racquets, alas! for many generations a famous game in
India, is dying. Time was when every station in India had
its courts, usually covered, and in the days when officers had